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TO THE PUBLIC. 


Ir is with great diffidence that we appear before the Public as the 7 
Editor of a Literary Magazine. Aside from the question of capacity, Z 
there is a responsibility attached to an undertaking of this character 
upon which we cannot look with indifference. We feel that the 
influence of any periodical, generally circulated, is an important 
thing; and though the frequent establishment of newspapers, and 
the licentious tone of newspaper discussion in this country have taken 
much from the dignity of printed opinions, yet, upon the mass of the 
people, the principles, whatever they may be, which are disseminated 
in this form, exert, even in their depreciation, an influence suffi- 
cient to affect questions of the greatest moment. But, assuming, 
as we do, the more dignified form of a Magazine professing to decide 
upon literary merit, and discuss, not only the lighter topics which 
interest society, but political questions in their higher and more 
general bearings, we confess to no little diffidence in our own powers, 
and a feeling of necessity for much indulgence. 

In selecting the most prominent of the literary and political 
magazines of England as our professed model, we trust we shall not 
be understood as expecting to equal it. In the present state of 
American literature, we do not think this possible. The classes of 
men who are in the pay of the periodicals in that country do not 
exist here. We have neither idle men, nor professed writers. Our 
travellers who have observed foreign character and manners, are not 
wealthy scholars, who return with time on their hands and the ability 
to embody their knowledge in vivid sketches ; and our military men 
(of which class in England, a great number are authors,) have neither 
seen foreign service, nor, if they had, are they, as there, graduates of 
colleges and holiday soldiers when at home. Then we have no 
writers for aliving. The respectable talent goes where it is better 
paid—into the professions. We must depend for contributions upon 
clergymen, and lawyers, and statesmen, who lay literature on the shelf ig 
with their college classics, and call the little attention they give it, 
idleness or relaxation. ‘The immense patronage of English periodi- | 
cals enables them to pay liberally for their material. This we cannot 
do. The difficulty of transmission over such an immense country, and 
the comparatively small proportion of literary readers, limit our circula- 
tion to a thousand or two, at farthest, and the profit arising from such a 
subscription is necessarily inadequate to an expensive establishment. 
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every enterprize hitherto, will not now fail him. 


iv Introduction. 


With respect to criticism, we can lay down none but negative rules. 
We shall give an opinion to the best of our ability, and only upon the 
merits of the book. With the Author we have nothing todo. We 
consider personalities in criticism, not only impertinent, but entirely 
beyond our province. Whatever difficulties we may find in making 
our Reviews racy or interesting, we shall never descend, either to 
the ungentlemanly seasoning of personal abuse, or allusions to private 
differences. We believe the introduction of such ingredients in criti- 
cism pernicious, and beneath the dignity of a writer for the public eye, 
serving no good end, and contributing to the amusement of the 
malicious, at the expense of feelings which should ever be held sacred. 

We shall take no side in Politics. Our pages will be open to fair 
and manly discussion on every political topic, and by men of every 
party. We shall, as in criticism, admit nothing personal, and we 
shall claim, of course, the right of regulating for ourselves, the 
standard of merit. We believe it is possible to make our magazine a 
vehicle of truth, without reference to party, and to advance or oppose 
a measure without committing ourselves to those interested in its 
success or failure. © 

Our Miscellaneous Department will be open to articles of every 
description calculated to interest or amuse. We solicit contributions 
from the grave and the gay, the essayist upon character, and the 
satirist upon manners. Descriptions of other countries, and of our 
own, sprightly Journals, Sketches of picturesque scenery, Tales, T'radi- 
tions—everything that can convey a moral, or amuse innocently, will 
be welcome. 

For himself, the Editor can only promise his endeavor. He has 
been before the Public from a very early age, and has met with a 
lenity and consideration for his youth, as gratifying as it was unex- 
pected. In his brief career as an Author, he has learned some lessons 
of feeling which may not be lost upon him as a critic. He has been 
told of his faults temperately and in a spirit of encouragement and 
regard, and knows how like the dew of heaven such kindness falls 
on the heart of the thirsty aspirant; and he has been attacked with 
personal scurrilities, and knows how little such things can affect 
reputation, and how easy it is to despise the ungentlemanly critic and 
forget the poor wrong of his criticism. He is aware that the task he 
has undertaken is, at best, a laborious and responsible one; but he 
has the promise of able assistance, and he trusts that the kind con- 

sideration and encouragement which he has met from the public in 
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